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I>oom appears imminenl tuc Irunic Imildin^ :ti ihe ihm 
(loo Ski Howl near Sanliam Pass m Oregon. Leaping from 
lice !o lm\ flames race ahum (he lower 4upes of Ihiodoo 
HuUtv ( hain-.saw crews and luilhln/er operators Irani iealK 
1W1 pine> rin^imjr (he main lod^e and these onaller >irm 
lures Their herculean wmk saved the ronrl for the horde' 
ol skiers who Hock here each wilder. Oregon's fiercest lire 
in the summer ol I (j o7, the lip- Lake Airstrip |,h 1/r , ;liS p 
was called. deslroye<! ;,,ou acres of mni'iiihceid (imliei 
ponderosa pine, alpine lir. Kni'elniaimA spmee, western red 
cedar, and western white pine. 


Occasionally intense h ,, ;ll ( .. |l|se( | pU)< , 

U> explode with a report like the crack ol a 
rifle Needles and hark lieu thromrh the air 
i,k ‘‘ ,,:unin K ,|;| rts Ted Mahicu franlicallv 


hnislicd a smoldering emher from his luiir. 

[lu l>.do ( ;uist vve were watching was 
threatening I T65,<)79-acre Willamette Na- 
honal 1'oresl. more than twice as big, as Rhode 
island and produeer ol more timber than any 
"flier national forest (pages 100-101). The 
ll""doo Ski Howl chair lift was designed lor 
• kicrs and sightseers giving them splendid 
view s ol Mount Washington, Mount .Jefferson, 
;ln ‘l ul,u ' r peaks. Hut right now the chairs’ 
were carrying lire lighters and us-~lo the 
hu riling summit of Hoodoo, a 5, 702-foot 
mountain near Santiam Pass. 

If was our baptism in (ire fighting, and the 
midpoint of a Ion*, dry season that saw a 
fierce epidemic of fires. In the Northwest 
•'looe more than 150,000 acres of federal 
limber land, plus another <)l,000 in state 
■ md plicate hands, would he destroyed. 
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1 * to light spot fires in 

inaccessible areas. 


FIGHTING FIRE, like waging war. 
demands a battle plan. While part, of the 
army mops up in the burned area, the 
main forces of men and equipment 
carve 8-to-20 foot- wide fire lines. 
When the legions join lines in 
the path of the fire — over the 
crest of the mountain — they 
will contain the flames. 













Helicopter dumps water on 
‘•nags in the burned area and 
spot fires outside tire lines. 


I ig I iters quench 
smoldering spots with 
water from a creek. 
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'■■ihuvi'lers smother persistent 
wi*,p>. ot flame with dirt 


and ashes. * j j 
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